
Dear Chatsworth Families, 

 

Happy New Year! We hope that you enjoyed a safe and restful winter break. 
We remain excited about the great things that are happening at Chatsworth 
School.  

 

Since the season of winter is here, we can expect weather-related school de-
lays, early dismissals, and closings. It is crucial that we be able to contact par-
ents/guardians in the event of an emergency or a change to the school day due 
to inclement weather. Included in this newsletter is information regarding ear-
ly dismissal procedures. Please keep the delayed opening and early dismissal 
procedures sheet for future reference.  

 

This is a friendly reminder that our doors do not open until 9:00 AM. Stu-
dents will not be allowed to enter the building until that time. To avoid having 
children wait outside for extended period of time in inclement weather, please 
time students’ morning routines so that they arrive at 9:00 AM. Your assis-
tance in this matter is greatly appreciated.  

 

We are ready to enjoy a very exciting and successful second half of the 
school year. We thank you for sharing your children with us. It is a privilege 
to work with them and with you.  

      Best Regards,   

      Andrea Derrien, Principal 

A Message from Mrs. Derrien  

January 2019 

 

 

 

Important Dates 

 

January 2, 2019 

Schools reopen 

 

January 15 

Winter Concert  

6:00 pm 

 

January 21 

BCPS Schools Closed 
Martin Luther King , 

Jr. Day.  

 

 

January 25 

Schools close 3 hours 
early for students/end 

of marking period 

 

February 4 –8 

National School  

Counseling Week 

 

February  7 

Report Cards  

Distributed 

 

February 18 

BCPS Schools Closed 

Presidents Day 

 

Andrea L. Derrien, Principal  Lisa Feidler, Assistant Principal  

Chatsworth School 

Carpool Safety Reminders 
According to the Maryland Motor Vehicle Administration, motor vehicle crashes 
are the leading cause of death for children in the United States.  Buckling up in the 
car is the most important thing you can do to protect yourself in a car crash—
increasing your chances of survival in a crash by 60 percent.  For your review, we 
are providing the following information about child passenger safety:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please go to www.MVA.Maryland.org for more information.    

 Maryland's current law requires that children under eight years old to ride 

in an appropriate child restraint, unless the child is 4'9" or taller. 

 Every child from 8 to 16 years old who is not secured in a child restraint 

must be secured in the vehicle's seat belt, in every sitting position in the 

vehicle.. 

 This law is applicable to in-State and out-of-State vehicles. 

 It is the driver's responsibility for making sure all children are correctly 

buckled up. 



From the Health Suite 
Hello Chatsworth families and staff,  

 

Now that cooler weather is here, please make sure your child is wearing appropriate seasonal cloth-
ing Extra items that your child has for changing purposes need to be updated as well. Currently, the 
supply of boys’ underwear has been depleted. Donations are welcome or plan on having some in 
your students backpack/ locker for emergency use.  

 

  
Please notify Mrs. Redding, RN, if  you have any questions or if your child tests positive for strep. 
predding@bcps.org or 410-887-1103.  
 

mailto:predding@bcps.org


Follow us on Twitter - @ChatsworthSch 

Follow Chatsworth School on Twitter!  We tweet about happenings at school, some school ac-
tivities, special dates and updates on bus dismissals, etc.  You do not have to be a member of 
Twitter to view our feed!  You do not need to  have a twitter account to see our updates! 

BCPS Volunteer Training 
We LOVE our volunteers!!  Parents and grandparents who would 
like to volunteer at school or serve as a chaperone at any BCPS 
school must complete the BCPS volunteer training EVERY 
YEAR.  Once you finish this online training, please send the ap-
plication and your certificate of completion in to school.  (You 
may send it via email or  with your child.)   

 

Here is the location of the training on the BCPS website:   

http://www.bcps.org/community/volunteer_info/   

 

Please call us if you have any questions about volunteer training.   

Eco Explorers Program at Chatsworth School 

The Irvine Nature Center comes to Chatsworth School on Wednesday’s to teach an after school program for 
our students.  If you are interested in having your child participate, the new session starts NEXT WEEK! 

 

Please see the information  in this newsletter regarding the topics and the age groupings.   

 

You must register and pay before your child may attend.  Please see the information in the flyers (attached). 

 

Here is their latest blog post about the fun that the Eco Explorers had during the fall sessions, along with some 
of our familiar Chatsworth faces:  

 

“Fall was full of fun for the Eco-Explorers club! In Fantastic 
Fossils, students learned about dinosaurs and performed many 
hands-on experiments and activities including fossil making, fiz-
zy egg experiments, and more! Students enrolled in Habitats and 
Biomes learned about different habitats around the world and 
met some awesome animal ambassadors from Irvine! Students 
also had time to enjoy the Fall colors, jump in piles of leaves, 
and explore the outdoors.  

 

After the winter break students will be rested and ready for 
more awesome themes including Outer Space, Renewable Ener-
gy, and Wetlands! Happy Holidays Everyone! “ 



Chatsworth PTA 

 
Join the PTA Today and Make a Donation during our BIG GIVE Campaign to help the PTA purchase a 
Buddy Bench and contribute to a New Sign for the entrance to our school. Visit our website today to regis-
ter, join the PTA, make a donation, and sign up for volunteer opportunities.  

www.chatsworthfamily.com  

Important January  Dates:  

 January 7th: Fifth Grade Farewell Committee meeting 

 January 8th: Family Night out at Owings Mills Chick-fil-a 

 January 29th: “What I want to be” Yearbook photos/5th grade Only 

 

Fifth Grade Farewell meeting– Join the committee on January 7 at 6:30 pm at The Panera Bread in Found-
ry Row.   

 

Family Night Out— Please join other Chatsworth families at the Chick Fil A in the Best Buy Shopping 
Center in Owings Mills on Tuesday, January 8 from 5—8 pm for dinner.  You must bring the flyer below:  

 

 

Please take a moment to register or update your contact information on the PTA's web-
site at www.chatsworthfamily.com. By registering, you receive updates directly from the 
PTA and have access to the Online School Directory for FREE!  

 

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fwww.chatsworthfamily.com&c=E,1,xLis57zIpZLyehQh4AtThBoASvDn9_3DVuyad6273oTDentGyUX7VnvSxDTDXjtAygyrttUAxMyedXazT2MgYegnOJrEIwYnKPb__FwnXX_D&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http://www.chatsworthfamily.com&c=E,1,n9fIlVwtR3Fj4PFXFCVmvwrnivCCjsc9mbNvyR6ds2RN6EhOndfLRZzp_piyC1_iQauZTSnQzMvU_X0dPwej2uA3jAm-UKGQ10VJSV2pTqQQx6odZTG26Vp4&typo=1


Reading Games 

 

Winter is upon us! What a great time to cuddle up indoors with a good book!   However, family games provide 
wonderful opportunities to build literacy skills, too. Games are a fun way to practice skills, problem solve, and 
engage in grand conversations. Attached are some ideas for board/card games to make and try at home. It’s 

great to create your own games as well! Have fun playing, thinking, talking, and spending undivided time to-
gether. 

 

Lauren Becker-Leiphart, Literacy Specialist  

lbeckerleiphart@bcps.org 

Read all about it! 

Different areas of the school building are warmer than others.   
For your child’s comfort, please consider dressing your child 
in layers or sending a light sweatshirt or jacket to keep in their 
bag or locker.  And don’t forget to remind your child to check 
the lost and found by the cafeteria regularly!  

 

We already have new items since we returned from break!  

 

Remember: LABEL EVERYTHING SENT TO SCHOOL!!   

Check Lost and Found Frequently 

 

Chatsworth PTA, continued 

What I want to Be Yearbook photos:  January 29 is the day we will have a photographer  here to take 
pictures of our FIFTH GRADE students as they dress up as what they would like to be when they grow up.  
More information will be sent home about this event soon.   
 
If you have any questions about upcoming PTA events, membership or volunteer opportunities, please con-
tact PTA President, Amber McGinnis at amber.smcginnis@gmail.com. 

 

mailto:amber.smcginnis@gmail.com


Fourth Grade Spanish Passport Program  



Chatsworth School Inclement Weather Schedule 
 

When winter weather occurs, please refer to this page for schedule information.  For any changes in 
schedule, we suggest checking the Baltimore County Public Schools website at www.bcps.org.  You 
can also have alerts sent to your phone by downloading the BCPS NOW app; available at 
https://www.bcps.org/news/mobileapp.htm.   

 

 

Delayed Opening: 

1 hour delay:  

Carpool: Chatsworth will open at 10:00 am.  Students will be late after 10:15 am.  

Bus:  Please have your child at the bus stop 1 hour later than usual. 

2 hour delay:   

Chatsworth will open at 11:00 am.  Students will be late after 11:15 am. 

Bus:  Please have your child at the bus stop 2 hours later than usual. 

 

Early Closing: 

Listen to news reports or check www.bcps.org  for details.  Please do not call the school.   

 

Kids Place after school care program will be closed.  They will attempt to reach their families 

 

1 hour early close:  

Carpool: Chatsworth will begin dismissal at 2:45 pm; running until 3:05 pm. 

Bus:  Please expect your child at the bus stop 1 hour earlier than usual. 

 

2 hour early close:   

Carpool: Chatsworth will begin dismissal at 1:45 pm; running until 2:05 pm.  

Bus:  Please expect your child at the bus stop 2 hours earlier than usual. 

 

Pre -Kindergarten or Pre-School Procedures: 

If there is a delayed opening, there is no morning Pre-School program.   

If there is an early closing, there is no afternoon Pre-Kindergarten program. There is no mid-day bus provided 
to take morning students home.  (Morning students transported by bus will wait and take the bus home with the 
other students at dismissal.) 

 

Team Meetings: 

If you have an IEP meeting scheduled before 10 am and there is a 1 hour delay, your meeting will be resched-
uled.  If you have a meeting scheduled before 11:00 am and there is a 2 hour delay, your meeting will be re-
scheduled.  The IEP facilitator will contact you to reschedule as soon as possible.   

http://www.bcps.org
https://www.bcps.org/news/mobileapp.htm
http://www.bcps.org










New Chatsworth Spirit Days for the New Year! 





1. Concentration 

To make 

Select five to ten words from a book (or books) the child is reading. Print each word clearly and boldly 
on separate 3x5 inch index cards, making pairs of each word. (The child may be able to help you by 
copying the words you write.) 

To play 

Shuffle the cards and place them face down in 
neat rows. Take turns turning up two cards at a 
time and reading the words aloud. If the two 
cards match, the player keeps them and takes 
a second turn. If they do not match, the cards 
are replaced face down and the next player 
takes a turn. Play until all the cards are 
matched. The player with the most pairs wins. If the child has trouble recognizing a word, say the 
word — do not ask the child to "sound out" the word. The purpose of this game is to build automatic 
recognition of whole words. 

You can control the difficulty of the game by the choice and number of words used: for very beginning 
readers, choose meaningful words that are visually distinctive: "ghost", "dark", "sister", and keep the 
number of words low. For a more challenging game, include some words that are less distinctive: 
"when", "what", "this", "that", but be careful not to overwhelm the child. 

Variation 1 

Instead of matching pairs, you can use rhyming pairs: look, book; dark, park. 

 
 
 

Variation 2 

This game can also be used to build letter recognition and letter/sound association. Paste or draw sim-
ple pictures on one set of cards; and on the other set, print initial consonants to go with the pictures. 
For example, paste the picture of a dog on one card, and write the letter "D" on a matching card. 

 
Note: This game can be adapted to use w ith older children, or more advanced readers: vari-
ations can include vocabulary practice such as using homonyms, (words that sound alike but are 
spelled differently and have different meanings: cent/scent; dear/deer, etc.) or contractions, (can't; 
cannot, etc.). 

Read All About It Games 



2. Go fish 

This game is good for early fluent to fluent readers. 

To make 

Select ten to 20 words from a book (or books) the child is reading. Print the words clearly and boldly on 
separate 3x5 inch index cards, making pairs of each word. (Children may help by copying the words you 
write.) Two to four players can play this game. 

To play 

Shuffle and deal three to five cards to each player. Place the rest of the deck face down. Players take turns 
asking each other for a card to match one held in his or her hand. If the opponent has a matching card, it is 
given over, and the first player takes another turn. If the opponent does not have a match, he or she says 
"Go Fish" and the player draws from the remaining deck of cards, and the next player takes a turn. Each 
time a player has a match, he or she reads the words, and puts down the pair, face up. Continue the game 
until the cards are all used up. 

Instead of matching words, rhyming words can be used. In this case, players ask for "a word that sounds 
like 'night'..." At the end, the child can earn extra points by dictating or writing additional words that rhyme 
with the base words, or creating "silly" sentences using the rhymes. 

 
Note: This game can be adapted to use w ith older children, or more advanced readers: variations 
can include vocabulary practice such as using homonyms (words that sound alike but are spelled differently 
and have different meanings: cent/scent; dear/deer, etc.), or contractions (can't; cannot, etc.). 

 

3. Old maid 

To make 

Select three words per player from a book (or books) being read. Print them clearly and boldly on separate 
3x5 inch index cards, making pairs of words. Choose one more word without a match that will be the win-
ning card. 

To play 

Shuffle and deal three to six cards to each player. Players take turns drawing a card from a player to their 
left. If a player draws a card that matches one in his or her hand, he/she reads the two matching words in 
order to keep the pair. Play continues until all the cards are matched, except for the one odd card. The 
player who holds that card at the end wins the game. 

Note: This game can be adapted to use w ith older children, or more advanced readers: variations 
can include vocabulary practice such as using homonyms (words that sound alike but  



are spelled differently and have different meanings: cent/scent; dear/deer, etc.), or contractions (can't; 
cannot, etc.). 

 

4. Monopoly 

This is a great game to help teach word family patterns and spelling patterns. This should be used with 
children who write fairly comfortably, usually second grade or older. 

To make 

Create a game board with four or five squares on each side. Prepare word cards with families of words 
that emerge from the child's reading: night, light, tight; went, bent, sent; hat, cat, bat. (For beginning 
readers or younger children, make sure the patterns are not too similar: mat, sat, rat; man, can, ran; 
met, set, bet.) Color code each word family and each side of the game board. 

 
Place the words face up around the board in sets. To add to the element of chance, have other game di-
rections on the board, such as "take another turn", "go back 2 spaces", etc. Prepare score sheets for each 
player with color-coded headings for each word family. 

To play 

Role dice or use a spinner to move around the board. Wherever a player lands he reads the word, then 
writes it in the appropriate "word family" category on the score sheet. Extra points can be earned by dic-
tating or writing sentences with the rhyming words. 



 

5. Rhyming games 

Play rhyming games to teach about the patterns in words. Try the following, for example, for words in 
the same family as the word black: 

Introduce a poem or rhyming story such as Miss Mary Mack:  

Miss Mary Mack, Mack, Mack 

all dressed in black, black, black 

with silver buttons, buttons, buttons 

up and down her back, back, back… 

Encourage the child to point out words in books that have a similar spelling pattern as in black. 

Help the child think of other words that have this pattern. You may have to write a few words for him or 

her:  

sack 

pack 

stack  

Then have the child read the whole word and underline the repeated part of the word, "ack." 

Using magnetic letters or Scrabble pieces, form a word with the "ack" pattern. Ask the student to change 

the first letter of the word (for example: 's' in sack) to make a new word, such as pack. You should be 

sure to provide a limited number of letters (two or three at first) for the child to choose from. 

 

Remember to choose a word pattern that is useful and important to the student and that relates to 

something that he or she has read or will read. If possible, start with a word he or she already knows in 

the word family. After reading a book about being sad, for example, start with the word "cry" and then 

follow with "fry", "try", and "wry". 

Remember to review the word families you've chosen to work on periodically by playing some of the oth-

er games described above. 



Be sure to give the student a chance to go back to a book, poem, or other texts where he or she can apply 

this new reading skill. Poems, nursery rhymes, and jump rope jingles are a great resource for early readers. 

 

6. Fishing for sounds 

This is a game for emergent readers and writers. 

To make 

Find and cut out small pictures of familiar objects from magazines, old workbooks, catalogues. Try to find 
several pictures that start with the same letter, such as book, bed, basket, boy; snake, sun, skate, slide, etc. 
(The child can help; this is a good language activity too.) 

Cut out 12-15 fish shapes and paste or draw one picture on each fish. 

 
On individual 3x5 inch index cards or on an 8x11 inch piece of paper or cardboard, print consonant letters 
with a key picture for each group of pictures found. (For example, print the letter "S" with the picture of a 
sun to represent all the words beginning with that letter.) (If using a sheet of paper, print only two or three 
letters per sheet.) 

 

To play 

Select two or three sets of fish pictures that start with the same letters and mix them up. Place face down on 
a table and take turns "going fishing." As each fish is turned over, the child names the picture and places it 
in the appropriate pile under the key letter / picture. When all the fish are caught and placed correctly, have 
the child "read" the pictures under each heading. If necessary, read along with him or her, saying the letter 
name and stressing the initial sound of the word. "Yes, here are 'S' pictures: sssun, sssnake, sssaxophone." 

To add excitement, you can play as opponents, each player having one or two categories and key letter / 
pictures. Take turns fishing, and discard those fish that belong to the other.  

 




